STUDENT SAFETY IN THEMISTRY AND BIOGHETRY.ABORATORY
Prepared by SUEBDepartment of Chemistry and Biochemistry
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In order to minimize the possibility of accidents and injuries while attending chemistry
laboratory classes, eachustent is expected to conform to the following requirements:

Wear eye protection at all times. Contact lenses are not adequate eye protection. If you wear
prescription glasses, wear eye protection over them when you are at risk (e.g. when you or your
neighbors are pouring, heating, or manipulating chemicals).

Know the locations of, and method of using the eyewash, safety shower, fire extinguisher, and
fire blanket.

Be prepared to take the following actions in the event of an accident:

Spills of chemicalsr solutions on skin or clothing: wash freely with water.

Acid spills should then be neutralized with the sodium bicarbonate provided; caustic
(basic) spills, with boric acid, or use the Spill Kit. All are located behind the blackboard.

Chemical spill in the eyes: Wash for fifteen minutes, while holding eyes open. Remove contact
lens.

Burns (from heat): Apply no ointments. Immediate immersion in cold water for several minutes
will lessen the pain and speed recovery. No direct contact with ice.

Clothirg fires: assist person to safety shower if nearby, or smother fire with fire blanket or other
more readily available coat, sweater, etc. if distant from the safety shower or otherwise
immobile.

Be alert for the possible side effects of exposure to chelstiggash thoroughly any areas
suspected to have been in contact with chemicals. In the event of faintness, inform the lab
instructor. Leave the laboratory for fresh air and sit or lie down if in danger of falling.

Report any accident to the lab instructonmediately. If the lab instructor is temporarily out of
the room, report to the stockroom, SC S418.

Be aware that any person leaving the laboratory to go to the Student Health Center for medical
attention must be accompanied by another person.

Refrain
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Review each experiment before beginning and be aware of special hazards. Look up or ask lab
instructor éout the properties of unfamiliar chemicals.

Refrain from and discourage horseplay or pranks.

Work in the laboratory only during the scheduled hours; no one should be working alone in a
laboratory.

Ensure that the correct chemical is used. The safesttime is to read every label at least twice.
Unused chemicals must never be returned to reagent bottles. Realgetite stoppers are not
to be laid insideedgedown on counter tops.

Treat all chemicals as potentially hazardous. Chemicals should be smelled with caution, and
never tasted.

Pour mineral acids into water, never water into acids.



